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Four Year 12 students, selected after a rigorous application process against a very strong field,
had the opportunity to visit Auschwitz on the 10th October along with students from schools across
the North East. David Chandler, Orlagh Croskery, Frances O-Mahoney-Ekers and Sam West at-
tended seminars before and after the visit fo help them cope with the experience. People often
claim that the birds don't sing over the sites, but of course, they do. The atrocities committed in
the network of camps that made up Auschwitz were not the result of the forces of nature or some
supernatural evil, but are all too human. But perhaps the most moving part of the trip were the
visits to the Jewish museum in Oswiecim and the display of photographs of the lost Jews.

“Going to visit Auschwitz has been the most interesting day of my life. | am glad | was able to take
part in the frip and learn about this period of fime in more depth. | learned that from the 4 million
Jews living in Poland before the war only 6000 survived. This fact stayed with me for a long time
after the visit... The trip is a very important experience and | think everyone should visit the place,
especially with schools and educational frips. It wasn’t an easy or “enjoyable” experience but |
am really glad to have had the opportunity,” said Frances.

In their follow up work the students would like to focus on remembering those lost Jewish
communities, and the Nazis' other victims, as they were, rather than seeing them in the state that

the Nazis wished to reduce them to.

Mr Rule
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As part of their PE GCSE specification, 27 Year 11 students
aftended an intensive 2-day climbing residential trip.
Throughout the first day it was fantastic to see students’
confidence grow. “I enjoyed abseiling down the window
of the building. That was fun! | also enjoyed the
underground maze even if my team lost the challenge!”
said Charley Miller 11DJL. Day two involved another six
hours of climbing and students were continually being
videoed demonstrating a range of skills so the exam
board could see their performance. The resilience and
determination all students demonstrated over the two
days was excellent “l really enjoyed rock climbing,
especially the more challenging paths. | fried my best to
complete the harder climb but | couldnt reach the top,
but | am glad | didn't give up! Because of this trip | am
planning to go rock climbing in my free tfime,” said Anson In October studentshied a
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Ms Gibson

The whole school student council is made up of members of «
each year group's council. We meet every half ferm o discuss
a wide range of whole school issues. This year so far, we have
] discussed the school canteen, litter in school/the community
4 and how the start of term has been, including the new room
“| numbers, timings of the day and how Year 9 have settled in.
Some members of the council also kindly offered to take part
in our community litter pick. We hope to continue to discuss a
diverse range of issues in the coming year.

Ms Lakenby

“I have been involved in the Student Council since Year 9.
We were told that the school received 4-5 calls a day from the
community complaining about litter left by WBHS students. |
Bl don't think students realise the impact that non-biodegradable
id litter has on the environment. We decided it was important not
to turn a blind eye and to go out to do a litter pick!
1 We have also been looking at the school menu. We have
' suggested new flavours, bigger choices, more vegetarian and
healthy options, also ice-cream in the summer! | have seen a
big improvement recently. It doesn’t feel like school dinners
- § anymore,” said Ellie Marsh T10CES.
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After a long journey on the coach to London and a pizza dinner, an excited group of
Year 11 and Year 12 Drama and Music students took their seats in the iconic Lyceum
Theatre to see a performance of the world famous musical, “The Lion King”. The next
day, the students enjoyed some free time and lunch in the lively Covent Garden area
already decorated for the festive season. The afternoon was spent watching the mati-
nee of the acclaimed musical “*Wicked” in the Apollo Victoria Theatre.

Emilie Blackburn said: “I loved the London trip, the whole experience was great! |
enjoyed Wicked A LOT, even if | have seen it 3 times already! | really liked the main
actress and | was surprised to learn that she was only the understudy!”

Rosie McCracken added:” I really loved The Lion King, | thought it was visually stunning,
especially the opening scene. | also enjoyed the ensemble numbers in both shows as
the songs were really great!”

A group of Year 11 girls made it o the Tyne and Wear
trampolining finals at the AAA sports centre in Southwick,
Sunderland. As always all the girls did WBHS proud and
Francesca Wylde actually came first in her category!

Ms Kennedy

“For competitions you are given a set routine to work on
and then perform. In the Tyne and Wear Schools final with
my routine | came 1st in the novice KS4 level which | was
really proud of. Outside of school | am part of Park Elite Club
where | recently came 2nd in the North East Trampolining
Competition. | am currently at level 4 and | can go up to
level in 6 in my category. After this you are in the Elite cat-
egory, but | see frampolining as just a hobby for me so | am
not sure what my future plans are.”

Francesca Wylde 11CLH
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In October half term, 30 Year 13 students travelled to
Russia to surround themselves in the country they have

been learning about as part of their history A Level. The trip

saw students visiting Russia’s two main cities of Moscow
and St Petersburg, each city providing both an J(‘\“I1H LEVE
educational and cultural experience. In Moscow, students Q*

visited Red Square, Lenin’s Mausoleum and the park of
fallen statues as well as cheering on the Moscow team

at a first division ice hockey match. One slightly bumpy
overnight train later, students arrived in the ‘Venice of the
North’, St Petersburg. Here the students visited key sites
including the Peter and Paul Fortress, the death place of
Rasputin and the beautiful Catherine’s palace. Students
immersed themselves in Russian culture, experiencing new
food, music and dance as well as trying out the language.
It was a fantastic trip for everyone involved.

Ms Britland

"Russia wasn’t how | thought it would be, | was surprised by
how safe and relaxed | felt. My favourite part of the trip was
the visit to St Petersburg Memorial, it was very emotional
and will stay with me for a long time.” Joe Beckham 135G

"The trip to Russia was great. | had an amazing time! | really
enjoyed the architecture of Moscow in the

Soviet/socialist style. | enjoyed the mood and the
atmosphere of the city too. This fitted with the idea | had
about Russia and | am glad | had the opportunity to see it
forreal.” Joe Turner 13ACC
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\#88 Y10 students visited the Robinson Library at
£1 Newcastle University where university staff led
¥4 the students through a series of workshops to
W develop their skills on research methods,
W resource selection and referencing as part of
" their HPQ qualification.
8 Daire Treuman explains “the really enjoyable
I part of this project is that we get to pick the
8 subject we want to research. My project title
. W is ‘How is anti-biotic resistance and aware-
Year 9 8§ ness of anti-biotic resistance affecting how we
e &} freat bacterial infections’ but | think | need to
PhOtography Competltlon B8 edit this! Fran Bell has chosen ‘The influence of
ff media on Brexit'. We both found the Robinson
] I library a useful research starting point.”
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As part of our ever expanding enrichment programme
we decided to run an activities weekend to Derwent Hill
for Y12 students. We took two mini buses to beautiful
Keswick in the Lake District. Students participated in
various activities such as kayaking; ghyll scrambling; rock
climbing; high ropes and even took part in night fime
team competitions!

Jake Jenkins 12CIJ and Alex Jay 12DEB agreed on the
fantastic experience they had:"Taking part in the
Derwent Trip was a worthwhile experience. | really
enjoyed myself during that weekend and | did sports
that | never tried before. | would definitely recommend
that trip!”

Jasper Ohlendorf 12LMN adds: “It was a great weekend!
| enjoyed rock climbing. | found it challenging but very
enjoyable. The surroundings and views in Derwent Hill
were incredible! If | had to describe the whole trip in one
word, it would be WILD!"

If you would like to be included in the next
Term in Pictures, please get in touch with
photographs and details of your trip or

Whitley Bay High School OCTiViTY to: :

Deneholm dawn.harvey@whitleybayhighschool.org
Whitley Bay laurene.noel@whitleybayhighschool.org
Tyne and Wear

NE25 9AS

Tel: 0191 200 8800
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